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Healing of a Cripple and the Raising of Tabitha, 1424–25 
 

St. Peter 

 

Impulsive master of misunderstanding 

You comfort me with all your big mistakes; 
Jumping the ship before you make the landing, 

Placing the bet before you know the stakes. 
I love the way you step out without knowing, 

The way you sometimes speak before you think, 
The way your broken faith is always growing, 
The way he holds you even when you sink. 

Born to a world that always tried to shame you, 
Your shaky ego vulnerable to shame, 

I love the way that Jesus chose to name you, 
Before you knew how to deserve that name. 

And in the end your Savior let you prove 

That each denial is undone by love. 
~Malcolm Guite~ 

Prelude  
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Worship in Song                                                                                 New Doxology 
 
Prayer 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                           Psalm 103 
 
Leader:  Praise the LORD, O my Soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy 
               name.             
People:  Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who  



               forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases. 
Leader:  Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and     
               compassion,                                                     
People:  Who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is 
               renewed like the eagle’s. 
Leader:  The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 
People:  He made known his ways to Moses, His deeds to the people of Israel. 
Leader:  The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding  
               in love.                
People:  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he    
               does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
               iniquities.                 
Leader:  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for  
               those who fear him;  
People:  As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our  
               transgressions from us. 
Leader:  As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has  
               compassion on those who fear him; 
People:  For he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 
Leader:  As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the  
               field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it  
               no more. 
People:  But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who 
               fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
Leader:  With those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his  
               precepts.  The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his 
               kingdom rules over all. 
People:  Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his biding, 
               who obey his word. 
Leader:  Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his 
               will. 
People:  Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion.  Praise  
               the LORD, O my soul. 

 
Worship in Song                      Praise To The Lord, The Almighty #210 (4 verses) 
 
A Jesus Story                                                                                           Mark 1:1-12 
 
Leader:  After a few days, Jesus returned to Capernaum, and word got around  



               that he was back home.  A crowd gathered, jamming the entrance so 
               no one could get in or out.  He was teaching the Word.  
People:  They brought a paraplegic to him, carried by four men.  When they 
               weren’t able to get in because of the crowd, they removed part of the 
               roof and lowered the paraplegic on his stretcher.  
Leader:  Impressed by their bold belief, Jesus said to the paraplegic, “Son, I  
               forgive your sins.”  Some religion scholars sitting there started 
               whispering among themselves, “He can’t talk that way!  That’s 
               blasphemy! God and only God can forgive sins.” 
People:  Jesus knew right away what they were thinking, and said, “Why are 
               you so skeptical?  Which is simpler: to say to the paraplegic, ‘I forgive 
               your sins,’ or say, ‘Get up, take your stretcher, and start walking’? 
Leader:  Well, just so it’s clear that I’m the Son of Man and authorized to do 
               either, or both . . .” (he looked now at the paraplegic), “Get up.  Pick 
               up your stretcher and go home.”  
People:  And the man did it—got up, grabbed his stretcher, and walked out,  
               with everyone there watching him.  They rubbed their eyes, stunned— 
               and then praised God, saying, “We’ve never seen anything like this!” 
 
Offering & Worship in Song                                                                          Offering 
 
A Jesus Story                                                                Mark 5:21-43 
 
Worship in Song                                                                            Resurrection Day 
 
The Lord Be With You 
 
Scripture Reading                                                                                   Acts 9:32-43 
 
Song of Preparation                                                                           Give Me Jesus 
 
Message                                                                        The Story Behind The Story 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Almighty God and Father in heaven who also makes his home with those 
of a humble and contrite spirit: Before you and our Lord Jesus Christ we confess the 
sin of ignoring your presence in the Spirit, of failing to look for the return of our 
Savior.  We also confess our blindness to your coming in those who are lonely, 
hungry, cold, poor, and sick.  In your great goodness, put away our offenses and 



cleanse us from our sins, for Jesus' sake.  Hear us in your mercy as we sing the 
prayer Jesus taught us.  Our Father . . .  
 
The Lord’s Supper & Worship in Song                 Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 
                                                                                                              #367, 4 verses  
                                                                                  
 
Common Confession                                                                    Philippians 2:5-11 
 
We believe in the Gospel that Jesus Christ has died for us and in our place.  We 
believe that Jesus Christ is risen and that Jesus Christ is coming again.  We believe 
that his life should be lived through us with Gospel love and obedience in all we do.  
Jesus Christ, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! Therefore God exalted Jesus Christ to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  AMEN 
 
Worship in Song                                                                               Sweetly Broken 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
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